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 This booklet contains extracts from student journals. 
Its purpose is to work both as an archive and to provide 
testimony to the students' divergent ways of understand-
ing the complexity of the history of art. It contains stories 
written by the students after a visit to the Natural History 
Museum of the University of Oxford, doodled floral 
patterns drawn as part of a warm up activity and, most 
importantly, the students responses to Fernanda Eugen-
io's “Oracle city” ethnographic method of exploring cities. 
The reader will also find notes that the students took dur-
ing a four week course of presentations concerning the 
methodologies that art historians have utilised in study-
ing the iconography and iconology of such artworks as 
Pre-Raphaelite paintings. The booklet also contains docu-
mentation of an exercise carried out by the students in 
which they built an understanding of ancient art by 
attempting to reproduce it. In these pages you will also 
find their personal reflections and drawings occasioned 
by their visits to museums in addition to photos of them 
meeting museum staff such as Darren Mann from the 
Natural History Museum and Candela Yanez from the 
Ashmolean museum.  

By Veronica Cordova de la Rosa. 
 

Because I’m an art historian, I have some experience of writing that 

comes out of  close attention. That’s what really art history is. You’re 

looking at something very closely, and you try to write in a meticulous 

way about it. Teju Cole. 
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How do I appear to people;  What is their impression of me?/

Covermarket 

Dear person, 

Though you may feel at odds when you first meet someone people view with fondness. Sometimes, people may give you 

strange looks or act weird, but you are accepted by the people who admire you and your personality. The people you sur-

round yourself with like you for you. Surround yourself with people who accept who you are. When you are confident in 

yourself you would love who you are and impression won’t matter. 

 

Will I be able to be successful in the real world? 

Anyone may be successful if they work hard and with determination (set their mind to it). The real question that emerges 

from this question is what is the difference between the real world and the “imaginary” world. My understanding of this is 

that you mean the change from your imagination childhood life where most grow up living in a bubble to the “adult” world 

where one first experiences things on their own (independence). From my trip through Oxford I began to answer this ques-

tion… from someone who is emerging from my “imaginary” world to a certain unsurance of being alone in the world at the 

age of 16 there is a certain unsurance of being alone in the world for the first time. The real world has no unicorns or wiz-

ard but there are weird people from foreign place. In order to begin living in this “real”world we must first learn to be com-

fortable with ourselves on our own and trying new things. The real world is definitely a harsher world but I am convinced if 

have determination and you don’t stop trying, you will find your wayJ. 

 

Will I ever find my place? (Whether it be with people or physical location)/Pitt Rivers Museum 

Look at where you are right now, that is your place, wherever you are you have been led to by a person or force and you 

followed it. Establish where you are and where you are. The environment will grow from there and anyone worth keeping 

will place themselves with you.  Meet new people. Go new places. Be that place. Be the life of wherever you end up and 

that is your place. 

 

Will I find a place that belongs to me? 

When you least expect it, you will find the place where you belong. Whether it is a physical location, an activity, or simply 

another person, you will feel at home. But even though you will not plan it, you will have to make an effort to find that 

comfortable environment. Reach out to others, appreciate art, and look at photographs. But, also do not forget to look 

within yourself, because maybe that home you‘re looking for is already within you. 

 

Will I pursue a career in the arts?/Blackwell’s art book store 

Is this question even bother you at all, if it matters to you? If ‘Arts’ means a lot to you, so what are you afraid of? You are 

young, do what you want. Do it! find how it’s like. Do it first and yourself, rather than spending your whole life doing some-

thing you do not like. This is a test and you are the only one who knows the answer. 

THE ORACLE’S CITY 

Questions and answers. 



How can I find my direction in life?/Natural History museum 

Take some time and sit alone. Maybe with your favourite books or your electronic device. Have a look at your favourites, 

close your eyes and think about them. Catch the first flash through your mind. 

 

Should I do what I like or should I be realistic and choose a job/major based on money and chance? 

You should do what you like, because that way you will pretty much know that you will live your choice and that you will 

be happy doing it. If you pick something based on what you think will be safe, you may not like it as much and not enjoy 

it as much as something that you like and pick yourself. You should choose your own path in life, and do whatever you 

like and what make you happy. You never know, what you like and what makes you happy might also make you very 

stressful. So you should follow your own instincts and what you are positive about. 

 

Could/will I move to England and enjoy it? Would I be happy and successful here?/Bodleian Library 

If you move to England you will find happiness. You will need to be open minded and willing to adapt to your new envi-

ronment with a cultural understanding, but you will definitely be able to find happiness and success. The people in Ox-

ford are friendly here and there is a strong sense of community between them. People smile and wave and hug each 

other on the street. They come together to listen to a street performer singing opera. It will be easy for you to integrate 

yourself into this community if you seek out friendship and reciprocate the kindness of others. Moreover there are many 

opportunities for success here. There is all kind of people here who pursue a great variety of professions. As long as you 

are willing to follow your passions, and put yourself out there, you will be successful. 

 

Will I be successful in making a living doing what I love?/Bodleian Library 

Everyone was moving forward some with more confidence than others. Based on appearance, I could tell where each 

person had been and could make an assumption about their background. We met a guide at the library who showed an 

interest in our question. Based on these observations. You will be able to support yourself doing what you love, but that 

reward will be more of a process, a security you must daily strive toward. 

 

Will my values change as I grow?/St Mary Church Tower. 

Through the eyes of the circular candles displayed underneath the grand stone arches. I, the oracle hear the soft-spoken 

words of growth. The monoted whispering voice of change found within only a building of age but respected by todays 

modern youth. These stale values that have remained for centuries intact as society itself has changed. 

Analysis note: 

Values will stay the same as you grow up, example: The city growing up around the old church. The church represent the 

values. 

 

Will I experience the different cultures and place around the world? 

Don’t be hesitant or shy. Be curious and observant. Don’t overlook or hide away because you will begin to see and rec-

ognize the melting pot that is our world, the streets we are filled with different cultures, languages, foods, you will have 

to meet people from around the world, even if you just step out of the streets. You will enter shops and restaurants and 

connect with people over topics as broad as art or as specific as a favourite artist, or painting. You don’t need to get on a 

place, just look around and listen.     












